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hank you to all who supported Eldorado Polo Club 
this year.  Your patronage is appreciated and quite 

frankly the future of Polo at Eldorado is dependent on it.  
Your continued commitment will ensure many more years 
of polo here and the camaraderie that comes with it.  
 

LOOKING FORWARD;  Itõs no secret our Country is in 
the middle of a recession rarely witnessed by many of us.  
Polo is not immune to it.  We need your help.  One person 
cannot fix the probleméitõs going to take the whole vil-
lage.  Following a meeting with the Patrons and Players the 
Board of Directors, John Clark, President; John Leary, 
Treasurer; Geoff Palmer, Bud Dardi and Chris Collins lis-
tened to your recommendation and have approved the ad-
dition of committees.  They are as follows: 
 

Turf 
Tournament 
Pony Welfare 
Social 
Membership 

 

Please contact me if you have any interest in serving and we 
will begin the process of forming the Committees.  Serving 
will give you a voice on behalf of the membership to the 
Board and Owners.  I assure you your voice will be heard.  

T 

FROM THE  

GENERAL MANAGERôS DESK 

The Womenõs Challenge held March 3 ð 7th was attended 
by upwards of 65 players and is testimony to the effective-
ness of committees.  Thanks to all the Women who served 
on that committee; Tania Paneno, Caroline Anier, Kate 
Weber, Dina Stuart, Susan Guggenheim, Therese Volmer 
and Carin Middleton.  A job well done! 
 

COMMUNICATION; I HEAR YOU!!  But apparently 
you havenõt heard enough from me and that can and will 
change.  (Be careful what you ask for)!  I will be sending 
monthly emails and reaching out by phone over the sum-
mer informing you of all that is happening here at Eldo-
rado, including the installation of the domestic waterline 
and FINALLY the completion of the Cantina.  I think you 
would agree, we sorely missed the Cantina.  It was the 
gathering place and it felt a bit disjointed without it.  
 

WELCOME RUBEN RAMIREZ ; Ruben is our new 
Turf Manager and is brought to us by Landmark Land 
Company.  Ruben is highly qualified and we look forward 
to some nice improvements in our Turf Management Pro-
gram.  Again, if you have any interest in serving on this 
committee please let us know and weõll get the ball rolling. 
 
Again, thank you for your continued membership and 
support of Eldorado Polo Club.  Letõs all pull together and 
make this Club happen!! 
   Best regards, 
                Jan Hart 

Joe Barry Tournament  

L/R: Katlin Roberts, Cybele Jordan, Chloe Roberts,  
Riley  Jordan, Susan Guggenheim, Elise Pardue, 

 Bolko Kissling, Antonella Kissling, Rosie Gonzales,  
Jenny Gonzales, Gracie Gonzales, Kate Pardue. 

Best Playing Pony in this division: Princessa Owned by  
Rosie Gonzales, Best Sportsmanship: Antonelle Kissling 

Red Team: Raeann Magill,  
Hank Uretz, Sander Deutsch.  
Purple Team: Conrad Kissling,  
Andrew Garcia, Jacob Deutsch. 

 Blue Team: Tyler Grace,  
Este Deutsch,  

Scotty Mac Cunningham 

Best Playing Pony in 
this division won by 

Hank Uretz 

Best Sportsmanship Award: Este Deutsch 



 

 

 Winner Urban Dog: Caroline Anier, Kim 
Garsed, Abbey Riggs, Dayelle Fargey 

Runner-Up Lampire Biological Lab/Ponytail 
Polo: Susan Guggenheim, Dawn Jones, 
Sunny Hale, Erica Gandomcar-Sachs 

MVP: Caroline Anier 
 Sportsmanship: Susan Guggenheim 

 Winner Airbonne International:  Therese Volmer, 
Cybelle Jordan, Kim Kelly, Roxy Keyfauver 

Runner-Up Hanalei Bay: Trish Fitzgerald, 
Dayelle Fargey, Krista Bonaguidi, Jessica Bailey 

Consolation CA Bio Mass: Tania Paneno,  
Caroline Anier, Erica Gandomacar, Gina Padilla  

MVP: 
Kim Kelly 

Runner-Up Costa Careyes: Megan Kozminski, 
Kaylee Scherbinski, Sue-Anne Wearmouth,  

Dina Stuart, Jennifer White 

Sportsmanship: 
Therese Volmer 

Consolation#1 

Identity Marketing/Sorrell Springs: Kathy Butler, 
Anne Evamy, Meghan McClarty, Bobbi Enns 

Consolation#2 

Cal Poly: Madelyn Cobb, Karen Shaw,  
Kelly Shaw, Kate Cappe 

MVP: 
Kim Mayer 

Sportsmanship: 
Anne Evamy 

Best Playing Pony: 
Coombia, Owner 
Luis Echezarreta 

Consolation Dear Creek: Suki Piper, Kit 
Neacy, Lynni Hutton, Therese Volmer 

Best Playing 
Pony: Apple 
Pie. Owner 

Cybelle 
Jordan 

Best Playing Pony: 
Shamrock. Owner 
Therese Volmer 

Winner Springfield: Robin Melton, Anne 
Heidemann, Kim Mayer, Anita Marquis 

 Winner Ocean Mist: Tania Paneno, Krissy 
Devane, Carin Middleton, Rosy Elordi 

Runner-Up Prime Time: Paige Beard, Shelly 
Geiler, Claudia Uretz, Heather Schuberth 

MVP: 
Tania Paneno 

Sportsmanship: 
Claudia Uretz 

Best Playing Pony: Luna 
Owner Carin Middleton 

Best Playing Pony: Taxi  
Owner Caroline Anier 



Womenôs Challenge WCT Qualifier & Debii Dollar Tournament 

By Lacey Winterton 
WEEKS EVENTS 
The mid-season break at the Eldorado Polo Club in Indio, California, is usually a slower time of year, with the fields closed and players fleeing to 
ski resorts around the country. This year however, that was not the case as 17 women's teams descended on the Southern California polo mecca 
to participate in the largest ladies tournament in recent memory.  
 

Polo matches, dinners and parties galore made this 5-day event a memorable occasion for all those involved. The week kicked off with a golf 
tournament and cocktail party, and practice games on Wednesday, March 3rd. The first annual golf tournament, held at the Palm Desert Country 
Club, got the ladies out and swinging a different kind of club. Participants unanimously agreed that it can be a lot easier to hit a stationary ball 
while standing still, instead of attempting to hit a bouncing ball while riding at 30mph with a 50+ inch mallet! Trish Fitzgerald is reported to have 
won the longest drive, somewhat owing to the fact that she didn't leave the sheet for any other team to enter their name.  
 

Thursday, March 4th, practice games were followed by "Magic & Mud" - a BBQ hosted by Kate Weber at Deer Creek. The "Magic" was pro-
vided by Fergus Gould, a 4-goal Australian Pro and amateur magician, who warmed up the crowd with card and coin magic. The "Mud" portion 
of the evening was provided by way of 80 gallons of Jell-O in a blow-up kiddie pool. Women competed on behalf of their favorite nation in the 
Jell-O Olympics, with the championship belt going to Malia McCoy.  
 

Friday, March 5th, saw the commencement of tournament games with the B-flight semi-finals contested between Arbonne International and 
Team Shamrock. Arbonne International got the best of Team Shamrock and went on to play Hanalei Bay in the final. Hanalei Bay ran out the 
winners over Freedom Block in their semi-final. The other game played on Friday was what turned out to be the final of the rain-abbreviated A-
flight and WCT Qualifier between Urban Dog and Lampire Bio Lab / Ponytail Polo. Friday night cocktails boasted a great turnout, as players 
and friends poured into Bill and Josh Devane's new Viva Cantina & Grill.  
 

A typical, sunny So-Cal Saturday provided the bulk of play, with C-flight brackets A & B being contested, as well as the B-flight consolation. 
Eleven teams did battle throughout the day with Ocean Mist and Prime Time prevailing in the A bracket, while the B bracket saw Springfield and 
Costa Careyes advance to the finals. "Eldorado Idol" was hosted Saturday night at the Eldorado Clubhouse, where a look-alike group of judges 
not dissimilar to the infamous Paula, Simon and Ellen, appraised the varying talents of the contestants. Jan Hart, General Manager of the Eldo-
rado Polo Club, kicked off the evening by singing "King of the Road", followed by Kate Weber and Dina Stuart's parody of that same song, 
"King of Polo", as a tribute to USPA Pacific Northwest Governor, George Dill. To cap the night, all the ladies present joined on stage to sing 
"It's Raining Men." Hallelujah.    
 

Sunday, March 7th, the morning brought in persistent rain, a forecast which had been dreaded all week. The C flight, B bracket consolation was 
played between Identity Marketing / Sorrel Springs and Chicks with Sticks, just before the fields became too wet for regular play. The C flight, B 
bracket final was decided by a penalty shoot-out along with the C flight, A bracket consolation, before the fields were deemed completely unplay-
able. Play was adjourned to the following Tuesday and Wednesday for the B and C flight finals. Sunday night closed out the tournament with 
cocktails at the Tack Room Tavern, following the presentation of trophies and awards. Despite the rain and their wet clothes, the ladies were 
undaunted as friends, old and new said their farewells until next year. 
 

 THE FINALS 
The planning, organization and execution were only matched by the standard of play seen on the fields. The C flight, B bracket final was the last 
game to yield a result on a rain-affected Sunday. Springfield (Robin Melton, Anne Heideman, Deidre Lake, Anita Marquis) and Costa Careyes 
(Megan Kozminski, Kaylee Scherbinski, Sue-Anne Wearmouth/Jen Whyte, Dina Stuart) contested a penalty shot-out from the 40 yard line in 
front of a generous crowd dressed in rain jackets and seeking shelter inside any available horse trailer. Springfield's accuracy proved to be the 
deciding factor, and they took home the prize.   
 

 The C flight, A bracket final, which was postponed until Wednesday of the following week, was a closely contested affair, between Ocean Mist 
(Tanya Paneno, Krissy Devane, Carin Middleton, Rosy Elordi) and Prime Time (Paige Beard, Claudia Uretz, Shelly Geiler, Heather Schuberth). 
Ocean Mist took control of the game early, but Prime Time was always within striking distance. Applying pressure late in the game, Prime Time 
drew to within one goal, with less than two minutes remaining on the clock. They narrowly missed an opportunity to even the score and send the 
game into overtime, with just 39 seconds to go. Ocean Mist hung on for the victory, largely due to three goals scored by MVP, Tanya Paneno. 
Carin Middleton's mare Luna was awarded Best Playing Pony.  
 

A day earlier, Arbonne International (Kim Kelly, Cybelle Jordan, Therese Volmer, Roxy Keyfauver) were victorious over Hanalei Bay (Krista 
Bonaguidi, Dayelle Fargey, Jessica Bailey, Trish Fitzgerald) in the B flight final. The game was played in blustery conditions on the Tuesday after-
noon. Arbonne International led the game from wire to wire before running out winners 7 goals to 5. Although Arbonne International led 
throughout, Hanalei Bay gave them cause for concern. Hanalei Bay came to within 1 goal in the fourth and final chukker, until Roxy Keyfauver 
scored her second goal of the chukker and put the game out of reach. Kim Kelly was awarded MVP while Therese Volmer and Cybelle Jordan 
shared the honors for Best Playing Pony.    
 

The marquee event of the tournament and brainchild of Sunny Hale, the WCT Qualifier, was unfortunately cut short due to inclement weather 
conditions, robbing spectators of the opportunity to see the highly-anticipated second stanza of Urban Dog (Kim Garsed, Caroline Anier, 
Dayelle Fargey, Abby Riggs) versus Lampire Bio Lab / Ponytail Polo (Susan Guggenheim, Dawn Jones, Sunny Hale, Erica Gandomcar-Sachs). 
Originally slated to be a two-legged match decided by aggregate score, the victory was awarded to Urban Dog based on the result of the first leg. 
Urban Dog prevailed 8 goals to 6 in a see-saw battle. Both teams, carrying a 4-goal handicap, put on an exceptional display of polo for the largest 
Friday crowd seen at the club all year. The quality of players and horses meant that neither team was able to gain a sizeable lead. The Urban Dog 
team, captained by Caroline Anier, looked to dominate the game early, putting pressure on the Lampire Bio Lab / Ponytail Polo team and con-
verted possession and field position into early goals. They led at the half, 4 to 3, but Lampire Bio Lab / Ponytail Polo stayed in the game and 
went into the final chukker down by one. Caroline Anier turned in an MVP performance in the last chukker to extend Urban Dog's advantage to 
8 goals to 6. She also received Best Playing Pony for her gelding played in the fourth chukker, Taxi.  
 

Despite being shortened due to rain, the tournament was an unmitigated success, drawing spectators and players from across the USA, Canada, 
and as far afield as Zimbabwe. Over 60 female players participated, a poignant demonstration of the fact that Women's Polo is the fastest grow-
ing area of membership in the USPA With women's polo and the WCT gathering momentum, this tournament will undoubtedly be viewed as a 
benchmark and building block for expanding the sport in the future.  



 

 

Winner Santiago Von Wernich: Clement Zavaleta, 
Marcos Bignoili, Ben Soleimani. With Russ Sheldon, 

George Dill, Ed Armstrong 

Mid Month Winner Antelope: Danny Walker, 
Mathew Walker, Geoff Palmer, Santiago Trotz 

Runner-Up Antelope: Dan Walker, Santiago 
Trotz, Geoff Palmer, Mathew Walker 

Mid Month Runner-Up Cotterell Farm: Denny Geiler, 
Luis Saracco, Jenny Luttrell, Ignacio Saracco, 

Mariano Gutierrez, George Dill 
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Winner Misty Vale: Reg Whyte, Pierre Henri 
Ngoumou, Jake Devane, Hayward Pardue, 

with Bill Devane 

Runner-Up Kentfield: Eric Hammon, Ashton Wolf 
Kyle Fargey, Pat Powell 

Winner Cotterell Farm: Jenny Luttrell, Patrick Uretz, 
Ignacio Saracco, Luis Saracco. With  

Paul Von Gontard and Gloria & Glenn Holden 

Runner-Up San Saba: Dawn Jones, Fermin 
Micheo, Rodrigo Moran, Luis Echezarreta 

Best Playing Pony: Juan 


